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Aprilia Atlantic 500

A big-bore that’s surprisingly not a big bore

“S THAT A MOTORCYCLE OR A SCOOTER?”
was the question we heard most
often while testing Aprilia’s new
“maxi-scooter,” the Atlantic 500. It's
not hard to see why

injected, 460cc four-valve single,
with dual counterbalancers to quell
most of the thumping. Aprilia claims
the mill pumps out 39 horsepower
at the crank; it drives a

people thought it was a FIRST Rl DE single-speed, torque-

real motorcycle—it's
just as big as a bike, but it also has a
lot of motorcyclish components, also;
sort of a scootercycle, if you will.

The Atlanticis propelled ina
docile, semirapid fashion by a fuel-

converter transmis-
sion. But all that matters is the
Atlantic has more than enough poke
to take holeshot at green lights and
to cruise comfortably at 80 mph on
the superslab. Aprilia says she'll do

approximately 110 mph if need be,
but the ride was wobbly enough at
80 mph so we stopped there.

Ride quality is soft and plush,
which makes it excellent for around
town but a bit shaky at elevated
speeds. A 40mm hydraulic fork
offers 100mm of
travel delivering a
floating ride similar
to your grand-
daddy’s Caddy. Out
back, two gas-filled
shocks smooth out
bumps and seven
preload settings
let you dial it in for
two-up touring. The
rideris encased ina
bubble of serenity,
with the Futura-like
windscreen and
integrated turn sig-
nals allowing Mr.
Wind to pass right
around the Atlantic’s slippery nose
without bluster. Pillions have it
even better, with an integrated
backrest, low pegs and soft seat.
Thanks to big wheels (for a scooter)
and a long wheelbase, the Atlantic
tackles freeways, gutters, rain
grooves and pavement patches with
none of the skitter and squirm of
smaller scooters.

Riding in town and on the free-

way, we averaged
ahout 45 mpg, which
adds up to 150 miles
before we had to start looking for a
place to refill the 4.0-gallon tank.
(This is not a [ot better than some
600 super-sports ridden in non-
attack fashion.) When we finally
had to stop for gas, an integrated
braking system allowed us to exe-
cute a“whoa Nellie” without drama,
One of two 260mm discs up front is

activated by the right lever, and the
second front disk and a rear 220m
disc are triggered with the left
lever, with a proportioning valve
varying the forces between them to
ensure smooth braking. It’s simple
but works wonderfully, causing the
Atlantic to simply
squat and stop
with no hassle.

Probably the
trickest bit on the
Atlantic’s indiglo
dashboard is the
trip computer,
which displays
miles per gallon,
top speed, aver-
age speed, bat-
tery charge and
even lap times.
We didn't geta
chance to try the
lap timerona
racetrack, but it
is handy for timing your commute
to work.

There’s 47 liters of storage under
the seat and a glove holder under
the handlebars, but you have to
unlock the trunk using the ignition
key, which is somewhat finicky. If
you need more storage, Aprilia sells
a top box for $271 that mounts
directly to the trunk and expands
carrying capacity by 45 liters.

At $5699 the Atlanticis a wee bit
pricey, but it has more power and
features than the similarly priced
Honda Reflex, and is $1800 less
expensive than the 582cc Silver
Wing. Aprilia calls it “the new
frontier of pleasure on two wheels,”
but we'll leave it at “a great scooter,”
thanks. —ILN.
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